BERGEN MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND

OPEN MEETING: APRIL 28, 2020
ZOOM MEETIN
12:00 P.M.

Meeting called to order by Chairman Hart.  The Open Public Meeting Notice was read into the record.  

ROLL CALL OF 2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Gregory Hart, Chair



Present
Richard Kunze, Secretary


Present
Hugo Poli, Executive Committee


Present
Joseph Catenaro, Executive Committee


Absent 
Gregory Franz, Executive Committee


Present
Donna Gambutti, Executive Committee


Present
Jerry Giaimis, Executive Committee


Absent
Matthew Cavallo, Executive Committee Alternate
Present
Bob Kakoleski, Executive Committee Alternate

Present

APPOINTED OFFICIALS PRESENT:

	Executive Director/

Administrator
	PERMA Risk Management Services
	Paul Laracy

Emily Koval

Karen Kamprath

	Attorney
	Huntington Bailey, LLP
	Russ Huntington


	Treasurer
	Joseph Iannaconi
	Joseph Iannaconi

	Third Party

Administrator
	Aetna 
	Jason Silverstein

	Dental Claims

Administrator
	Delta Dental of NJ, Inc.
	Kim White


	Auditor
	Lerch, Vinci & Higgins
	Absent

	Actuary
	John Vataha
	Absent

	Independent Consultant
	LaMendola Associates
	Clark LaMendola

	Benefits Consultant
	Conner Strong
	Jozsef Pfeiffer 

	RX Administrator
	Express Scripts
	Kyle Colalillo

Ken Rostkowski


OTHERS PRESENT:
Suzanne Pennell
Tom Ucko

Matt McArow

Dave Vozza

Christopher Tietjen

CORRESPONDENCE – None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION TO APPROVE THE PRESENTED OPEN MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 25, 2020:



MOTION:


Commissioner Kunze



SECOND:


Commissioner Franz
ROLL CALL VOTE:
 5 Yes, 0 No, 2 Abstain (Commissioner Gambutti, Commissioner Poli) 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT

FAST TRACK FINANCIAL REPORTS – as of February 28, 2020 
Executive Director said the claims for January and February were as projected. He said the Fund has adequate surplus to absorb a claims increase due to Covid19. He said the current surplus is 6.37 months of claims. 
IBNR - ACTUARY CERTIFICATION

Executive Director said at the end of each Fund year, the Actuary must certify that the Fund is reserving enough funds for incurred but not reported (IBNR) claims.  The Actuary has reviewed the claims and financial fast track through the end of the year and has determined a range for which he believes will be a conservative reserve. 

MRHIF ACTION ON PHARMACY CONSULTANT AND ESI CONTRACT

Executive Director said the MRHIF met and has awarded a contract to ELMCRX, the incumbent consultant, to assist the MRHIF in negotiating a contract renewal with ESI for the period 1/1/2021 to 6/30/2021.  He said the MRHIF will also be issuing an RFP later this year for a consultant to assist with issuing and RFP for a new multi-year contract with ESI or another provider effective 7/1/2021.  

WELLNESS APPLICATION – OAKLAND

Executive Director said the Borough of Oakland has submitted a wellness grant application to the Committee in the amount of $10,000. The Wellness Coordinator and the Committee have fully vetted the request and are recommending its approval.  

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS

Executive Director said as done in prior years and required by State law, each Fund Commissioner is required to complete a Financial Disclosure Statement through the Department of Community Affairs.  The 2020 notice with instructions has been released. The deadline to file is April 30, 2020 however an extension for fines for non-compliance has been given until July 31, 2020. 
INDEMNITY AND TRUST AGREEMENTS

Executive Director said in n October 2019 PERMA sent Indemnity and Trust Agreements and Resolutions to be adopted by the governing bodies to renew membership with the Fund for an additional 3 years. A listing of compliance was included in the agenda. 
FUTURE MEETINGS

Executive Director said in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. and in consideration of Executive Order No. 103, issued by Governor Murphy on March 9, 2020, declaring a State of Emergency and a Public Health Emergency in the State of New Jersey, the Fund may conduct electronic meetings.  PERMA will contact the Fund Chair on a monthly basis to determine how the meetings should convene and contact the Commissioner as soon as possible.
BENEFIT’S CONSULTANT’S REPORT

ONLINE ENROLLMENT SYSTEM TRAINING 
Program Manager said the Executive Committee voted and approved mandatory use of the online enrollment system by each member group. If you need training or would like a refresher course on the online enrollment system, please reach out to Karen Kidd at kkidd@permainc.com of PERMA. 

NEW CONTACT 
As of October 1, 2019 Renny Maier will replace Liz Cronrath as the Lead Benefits Administrator for BMED. Renny and Liz have been working closely for the last several months to ensure a smooth transition. Liz will still be a part of the PERMA team but will be focusing on other areas. Please continue to direct any eligibility, enrollment, billing or system related questions to our dedicated BMED Enrollment Team. The team can be reached by email at BMEDenrollments@permainc.com. 

MONTHLY BILLING 
As a reminder, please be sure to check your monthly invoice for accuracy. If you find a discrepancy, please report it to the BMED enrollment team. The Fund’s policy is to limit retro corrections, including terminations, to 60 days. We have noticed an increase in requests for enrollment changes, billing changes, terminations and additions well past the 60 day time frame. Moving forward, it is of the utmost importance to review bills for rate and enrollment accuracy on a monthly basis. If there is an error, please bring it to the enrollment team’s attention. 

BROKER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please direct any escalated claims, benefit coverages, prescription coverage, Medicare advantage or appeal related questions to our dedicated BMED Client Servicing Team. The team can be reached by email at brokerservices@permainc.com.
ENROLLMENT & ELIGIBILITY UPDATE
Program Manager said in a previous report we advised the Benefit Express system was undergoing a system update that included cosmetic updates as well as operational and processing improvements.  We are happy to report that the system update has been completed and now all SNJREBF users can access the latest version of Benefit Express using the following link-https://mbe50.mybenefitexpress.com/Logon/MbeLogon.aspx?cid=684. 
AETNA UPDATE

Program Manager said Aetna is waiving cost-share related to COVID-19 treatments and testing. They are also relaxing inpatient requirements regarding precerts will waive copays for all diagnostic testing related to COVID-19. Aetna will waive the member costs associated with diagnostic testing at any authorized location for all commercial, Medicare, and Medicaid plans. Please follow the below links for more member information on how the carriers are handling benefit developments:

· Aetna-

· https://www.aetna.com/individuals-families/member-rights-resources/need-to-know-coronavirus.html.

EXPRESS SCRIPTS UPDATE 
Program Manager said  ESI has evaluated their National Preferred Formulary for midyear updates and identified new exclusion opportunities for new-to-therapy utilizers that will provide continued, necessary improvements for your plan. Current users of the newly excluded drugs will not see any changes until January 1, 2021. 
2020 Midyear Exclusions- ESI also recently completed their midyear review of the NPF. Beginning July 1, 2020, Express Scripts will exclude 47 additional products from the NPF for new-to-therapy members only, including 20 multi-source brand products with generic equivalents, and 27 single-source brand products. Current utilizers will not see any changes until January 1, 2021. Additionally, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our 7/1 exclusions will not affect current users as we will be grandfathering members until the end of the year


Silvercloud

In response to COVID 19, Express Scripts has updated the resources available to members.  Silvercloud is an online platform with activities and tools to address the stress and worry associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.  Recently enhancements have been added for users to access additional content within the original programs on stress, resilience and insomnia along with a new program designed specifically for the COVID 19 pandemic.  

Market Withdrawal of All Ranitidine Products- U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it is requesting manufacturers withdraw all prescription and over-the-counter (OTC) ranitidine drugs from the market immediately. This is the latest step in an ongoing investigation of a contaminant known as N-Nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA) in ranitidine medications (commonly known by the brand name Zantac). ESI ran a disruption report and advised 6 members in the SNJREBF will be impacted by the withdrawal of the product. 

Effective 4/01/2020, ESI will be the initial contact for first level prescription appeals.  2nd Level and Urgent appeals request process will not change.
DELTA DENTAL

Program Manager said due to COVID 19, effective immediately Delta Dental will not be printing ID cards for members.  

ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORIZATIONS 
There are no appeals or authorizations to report.

FUND ATTORNEY – None
TREASURER – Fund Treasurer said his report is included in the agenda. 
Confirmation of Payment – March 2020 

	FUND YEAR 
	AMOUNT

	Fund Year 2020
	$597,353.77

	TOTAL
	$597,353.77


Resolution 17-20 – April 2020 Bills List
	FUND YEAR 
	AMOUNT

	Fund Year 2019
	$10,798.03

	Fund Year 2020
	$601,445.95

	TOTAL
	$612,445.95


BOARD ADVISOR – Board Advisor provided an update on the wellness program. 
AETNA - THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR – Mr. Silverstein reviewed the claims for January and February 2020.  There was 1 high claim for January and 3 in February.  He also provided and update on the Covid 19 claims. 
PHARMACY NETWORK (Express Scripts) – Mr. Colalillo said the January – March trend is 6.0%.  He also provided an over view of Buoy Health and the current Covid 19 impact. 
DELTA DENTAL –None 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA INCLUDING RESOLUTIONS 16-20 and 17-20.




MOTION:


Commissioner Cavallo




SECOND:


Commissioner Kunze




VOTE:


7 Ayes, 0 Nays
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS: Commissioner Poli said this will be his last meeting as a Commissioner for the BMED. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None


MOTION TO ADJOURN




MOTION:


Commissioner Poli




SECOND:


Commissioner Gambutti




VOTE:


Unanimous
Meeting Adjourned: 
1:00 pm 

Next Meeting:
June 23, 2020



Zoom Meeting



12:00 P.M.

Karen Kamprath, Assisting Secretary
Date Prepared: June 1, 2020 
